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Sealaska Heritage Institute is a tribal organization founded in 1980 to perpetuate and enhance Tlingit,
Haida, and Tsimshian cultures of Southeast Alaska. SHI also conducts social scientific and public pol-
icy research that promotes Alaska Native arts, cultures, history and education statewide. The institute
is governed by a Board of Trustees and guided by a Council of Traditional Scholars, a Native Artist
Committee, and a Southeast Regional Language Committee.
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The Cyril George Photograph Collection

Cyril George (Kaalkaawu) was a beloved photographer, orator, storyteller,
and musician. He belonged to the Tlingit Deisheetan clan of Angoon, where
he was a tribal leader. Cyril also served as the mayor of Angoon and he was
on the first board of directors for Sealaska Corporation, one of 12 Alaska
Native regional corporations formed by Congress through its passage of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA). Cyril was one of
Southeast Alaska’s most cherished historians, deeply trained in Tlingit ways
of being and knowing.

Cyril first picked up a camera when he arrived in the late 1930s at Sheldon
Jackson School, an Alaska Native boarding school in Sitka, Alaska. The
forceful removal of students from their families dramatically affected the
lives of Alaska Natives. Students from around the state turned the school
into a forum for sharing ideas about the pursuit of legal rights for Alaska
Natives and the formation of Alaska Native political organizations.

After boarding school, Cyril returned to Angoon. “Everywhere Cyril went
in Angoon, and maybe other places, he always had a camera hanging over
his neck,” former Alaska state senator and lifelong Angoon resident, Albert
Kookesh, said to KTOO Public Broadcasting in 2020.

Over the 75 years that Cyril’s photographs span, Alaska Native people’s
lives changed dramatically—f{rom encountering “no Natives allowed”
signs posted on buildings to the establishment of Native voting rights and
federally recognized tribal organizations. More than a just a collection of
family photographs, Cyril’s photographs document Tlingit life from the
point of view of someone living that experience.

The Cyril George Photograph Collection (PO077) is housed in Sealaska
Heritage Institute’s William L. Paul, Sr., Archives in Juneau, Alaska. The
collection of approximately 20,000 photographs, slides, and negatives was
donated by Cyril’s family in 2020 and digitized in 2024. The physical and
digital copies are open and available for public access by contacting the
archives.

Contribute to Photo Identification

The purpose of this book is to make a small fraction of this collection
available in a physical format for identification purposes. If you know any
of the people, places, events, at.cow, or dates related to these photos, please
contact SHI’s Archives and Collections Department. Include the photo
number and any description you have to share.

By email: SHIarchives@sealaska.com

By mail:

Sealaska Heritage Institute
Archives

105 Heritage Way, Ste. 201
Juneau, AK 99801
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